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VURAL 


Which Is Worse? 
Ministers Without Elders, or 
Elders Without Ministers? 


Dr. Thornwell held that the Presbyterian 
courts preserved the bicameral principle by 
being composed of two classes of elders — the 
teaching elder who was steeped in great prin- 
ciples, and the ruling elder who kept close 
to concrete facts. Thus were the general and 
the particular brought together to sift out the 
truth and wisely apply the judgment. 


Exception has been taken recently to a meet- 


ing at which only elders were invited. Now 


ttt does not necessarily justify tat, but we re- 
spectfully suggest that with this occurrence there 
be considered a series of meetings to which 
only ministers were invited. The more so since 
this series of ministers’ forums brought into 
the center of our Church “the social gospel’ 
about which the recent meeting of the elders 
was concerned. 


In a day when our Church was committed 
to the spiritual mission of the Church (with 
the social implications thereof found in the 
catechetical exposition of the Ten Command- 
ments), a series of forums held at Montreat 
for ministers only carried the central interest 
of our preachers in the direction of pacifism, 
socialism and modernism. Dr. Kirby Page was 
invited to speak to ministers in one of the 
larger cottages at Montreat. Thereafter his 
periodical THE WORLD TOMORROW was 
promoted by a round robin from prominent 
ministers to all preachers. In this periodical 
as in his book JESUS, OR CHRISTIANITY? 
Dr. Page sets forth extreme pacifism, economic 
collectivism, and a modernism which holds that 
one must reject Christianity to have Jesus. The 
Ministers’ Forum held thereafter as part of the 
Montreat Program did not go so far as did 
Dr. Page, but it went in his direction and 


turned the attention of the pulpit to such 
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matters. When these questions which threatened 
the defense of America and the free world, 
which challenged the free enterprise system of 
private industry, and which set Jesus against 
Christianity were discussed, the doors were 
closed against the ruling elders. And _ that 
despite the fact that these matters were of as 
much concern to the elder and his sons as to 
the ministers and their children. Behind the 


present day preoccupation with “the social gos- 


pel” in. many sections of our Church is this 
work done by the followers of Dr. Kirby Page 
in the Montreat Ministers’ Forum. Indeed, 
Dr. Page was quoted from time to time with 
approval until his death a few months ago. 


As ministers, naturally we were not invited 
to the recent elders meeting. We hold no brief 


for any mistakes that might have been made 


there — indeed we have too many matters of 
our own to reckon with to add others thereto. 
But we would suggest that any general con- 
demnation of the meetings limited to ruling 
elders take account of and give like condemna- 
tion to the meetings limited to ministers held 


sundry years in the Assembly’s Montreat. 
—W.C.R. 


Take Christians Where 
You Find Them 


No denomination or organization has a 
monopoly on Christianity. One will find Chris- 


-tians in unexpected places; in the highways and 
hedges and in the councils of the mighty. 


Paul rejoiced in believers living and working 
in Caesar’s household. Our Lord gave prece- 
dence to the good Samaritan over the priest and 
Levite. The astonished Peter was forced to 
recognize the orngge of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in a Gentile home, a place that he did 
not even want to enter. 


One of the unhappy habits of some today 


is to catalogue Christians on the basis of affilia- 
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tions, organizations or personal habits. Looking 
at externalities some forget that God looks on 
the heart, not on the outward appearance. 


This tendency to judge others eats into the 
soul like a cancer. A young zealot of this type 
recently visited a strange church and after a 


few minutes turned to a casual acquaintance 


and remarked: “TI can tell who is a Christian 
here and who is not.”” Amusing were it not so 
tragically pitiful. 


A Christian is one who recognizes Christ as 
the Son of God and trusts in Him for salva- 
tion and follows Him as Lord. True, there are, 
or should be, many outward evidences of the 
saving faith which exists in the heart. But others 
may fail to read the signs aright and in so doing 
fail to recognize a brother in Christ. | 


Proud of our denominational heritage it is 
easy for us to look down our ecclesiastical noses 
and deny the right hand of Christian fellow- 
ship to some whose experience with the Lord 
may be far more real and effective than our 
own. The Christian attitude would certainly 
seem to demand that we take Christians where 
we find them, accept them as brothers in Christ 
and thank God that He has His own in the 
most page yr places. They may have per- 
sonal or other characteristics which render them 
unattractive. ‘They may have church affiliations 


about which we have serious question. But if 


they have the living Christ in their hearts we 


must accept them for what they are — fellow 


Christians. 
—L.N.B. 


“The Iniquity of My Sin” 


Alexander Whyte was the great evangelical 
preacher of Edinburgh during the last of the 
19th and the first of this century. All his preach- 
ing was marked by a deep sense of sin. On 
one occasion he told his congregation that he 
had found out the name of the most wicked man 
in Edinburgh. Then he leaned over the pulpit 
and said, ‘“‘“His name is Alexander Whyte.” 


The Psalmist confesses to God “the iniquity 
of my sin,” 51:1-5. On the other hand the 
Good Book says, fools make light of sin. If 
everyone who has made light of sin in one 
form or another be a fool, who then shall 
escape this censure? How is each of us to 
realize the gravity of his own sin? 


I. For one thing by: full confession to God. 
“The less you spare yourself, the more God 
will spare you” (Tertullian) As long as David 
hid his sin in silence his bones waxed old, 
his moisture was turned into the drought of 
summer, for day and night God’s hand was 
upon him. Only when in confession he acknowl- 
edged his bloodguiltiness did the cry arise, 
“Deliver me, O God, thou God of my salva- 
tion.” Arnold of Rugby has properly observed 
that “in a deep sense of sin, perhaps more than 
anywhere else abides a saving knowledge of 
God.” When David ceased to hide his trans- 
gression, God forgave the iniquity of his sin. 


II. For another, by the law comes the knowl- 
edge of sin. The law of the Lord is perfect 
converting the soul. Only by a recovery of 
the sanctity of the moral law of God will we 
learn again the gravity of sin. Every suicide 
solemnly calls us back to the catechetical ex- 
position of the sixth commandment, that is, 
to the sanctity of every human life, our own 
and our neighbor’s. Or when one thinks of 
the sixth, the old adage comes to mind: 


You may laugh and call old notions fudge, 

You may bend your conscience to your 
dealings, 

- The Ten Commandments will not budge, 
And stealing is stealing. 


While we are bringing the Gospel into the 
relations of divorce and re-marriage, we must 
not let the law fall out. The old chapter 
speaks repeatedly of what is lawful in these 
matters. Would that the new statement spoke 
of the Divine commandment rather than the 
weaker wording, the Divine intention. And one 
fears that the phrase “but the mere fact” will 
permit a minimistic interpretation upon the 
violation of the Seventh Commandment. 


Or turning to the first table, do we not need 
to search our hearts before the Second Com- 
mandment in view of the prevalent use of 
pictures as worship-center aids to worship? In 
this commandment God describes Himself as 
a jealous God visiting the iniquities of the 
fathers upon the children. 


According to the Third Commandment, thou 
shalt not vainly or irreverently take the Name 
of the LORD Who spoke the Ten Words of 
the Sinai covenant, the God Who redeemed 
Israel from Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm. For on the sea of glass, 
the victors celebrate His great and marvelous 
works, His just and true ways in the song of 


[nc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian Weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense, and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 


Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. XVI, 
No. 48, March 26, 1958. Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. 

Apprress CHANGE: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow three 
weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 


MARCH 26, 1958 


PAGE 3 


| 
| 
a | 
1S- 
ng 4 
to 
ly 
id 


Moses the servant of God and song of the Lamb, 
Exod., 20.2,7; Rey. ‘15.2-4. 


Again the Fourth Commandment is the special 
sign of our loyalty to the covenant of our God. 


Let us never assume that the Gospel leads 
to anti-nomianism. In the new covenant God 
writes His laws upon our hearts and our minds 
at the same time as He forgives our sins. Bun- 
yan put it thus: 


I saw Immanuel when He possess’d 
His town of Mansoul; and how greatly blessed 
A town His gallant town of Mansoul was 
When she received His pardon, lov ed His laws. 


IiJ. Then, we shall never —_ an adequate 
sense of sin without a serious view of the wrath 
of God. In Romans, “the wrath of God is 
being continually revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness,” 

“wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of 


the righteous judgment of God Who will render 


to every man according to his works” 

“wrath and indignation, tribulation and an- 
guish” ... “saved from wrath through Him.” 

“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay, saith the 
Lord!”” The thought that the wrath of God 
is abrogated by the Gospel has no place in 
Paul. Rather the Apostle looks forward to the 
most comprehensive revelation of God’s wrath 
in the final judgment. “It is only the one who 
knows the Divine wrath, who takes the grace 
of God seriously” (O.Michel). And, converse- 
ly, “whosoever thinks he can smile at God’s 
wrath, will never praise Him eternally for His 
grace” (Vogel). 


IV. In the Cross of Christ the heinousness 
of sin is written in letters of flame. "Tis by no 
breath, turn of the eye or wave of the hand 
that life joins issue with death. There He gave 
Himself to be made sin for us that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him. He 
took our curse to give us blessed pardon. The 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
In his Private Thoughts on Religion, Thomas 
Adam confesses: “It is one of the hardest things 
in the world to see sin and Christ at the same 
time, to be penetrated with a lively sense of 
our desert of punishment and absolute freedom 
from condemnation but the more we know 
of both the nearer approach we shall make to 
the state of heaven.” 

—W.C.R. 


CHRISTIAN TEACHERS WANTED — Grade 
School and High School, for Christiam school 
operated by the West End Presbyterian 
Church. Contact Miss Carolyn Williams, 
Principal, 1600 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Vir- 
ginia. Telephone CEdar 9-61 42. 
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these words: 


Filling a Vacuum 


Down in the human heart there are longings 
for some form of spiritual reality. These may 
be stifled; they may lie dormant; or, they may 
result in an active search for faith and reality. 


St. Augustine affirmed this truth in words 
something like this: 


“Thou, O God, hast made us for thyself, 
And our souls are restless 
Until they find their rest in Thee.” 


In a sense this longing creates a vacuum. 
Our Lord told of the story of a man who through 
self-reformation found himself rid of an. unclean 
spirit. But nothing took its place. Later the 
evil spirit returned and brought with him seven 
other spirits more evil, and the last state of 
the man was worse than the first. 


_ America is increasingly filled with cults, man- 
made (and also woman-made) religions which 
have a show of humility and love but which 


are evil because they ignore or deny the Lord 


Who has bought us. 


Paul puts his finger on the situation in 


denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 


For of this sort are they which creep into | — 


houses, and lead captive silly women laden 
with sins, led away in divers lusts, ever learning, 


and never able to come to the knowledge of the | ~ 


truth.” (IF Fim. 3:5-7) . 


Such deviations from truth are inevitable: 
that they should ever occur because people 
have failed to find Christ and spiritual reality 


in the Church is a tragedy of the first water. 


In some cases people are being  spirituall) 
starved today. An illustration is a recent pre. 
Lenten service in Washington. A prominent 
churchman from another city, a man who has 
in the last few weeks had considerable national 
publicity because of advancement to a_ high 
office in his church, was the guest speaker. 


Many people from the offices and professions 
crowded the church. What did they hear? The 
name of Christ was not mentioned once. They 
heard that the Old Testament contains many 
myths. They heard some clever jokes. They 
heard and saw a man of remarkable personality 


and ability. They went away with a few doubts 


to think about; with some injunctions to go 
out and be good people; but, so far as that 
message was concerned, without Christ and 
without hope. 


It is into such vacuums that the cults rush. 
It is also on such situations that the newer and 
smaller denominations thrive because of the 
positive message which they preach. 


With all the wonders of biblical revelation. 
of God’s mercy and grace, of the realities of this 
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life and of that which is to come, why, oh why, 


give a stone when men need bread — a serpent 


when they need meat? | 


That there is spiritual hunger abroad in 
the land is a challenge to the Church and to 
individual Christians. That we have the food 
to meet and satisfy this hunger places on our 
shoulders an inescapable responsibility. 


That this vacuum is now being filled in some 
part by cults and movements lacking vital 
Christian truths should cause us to redouble 
our efforts to make Christ known. 


God forbid that we ourselves should be as 
broken cisterns from which the water of life 
has trickled away. 

—L.N.B. 


~The Secret of Assurance 


As some of our relatives approach the end 
of life questions do arise. We urge these dear 
ones: do not let the things you do not know 
upset your confidence in the things you do 
know. The man born blind could not answer 
all the captious questions of his inquisitors 
but he held on to this: - One thing I do 
know: whereas I was blind now I see. Hold 
on to the twenty-third Psalm and the 14th of 
John - hold on to Jesus the author and finisher 
of our faith - hold on to God’s merciful deal- 
ings with you in life - hold on to his forgiving 
your sins and assuring you that you are His 
child - hold on to the open way into His 
presence through the sacrifice of Christ and 
His heavenly intercession - hold on to the emp- 
tied tomb of Joseph of Arimathea and the 
power of Christ’s resurrection. 


I know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air. 

I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care. 


Another poet writes: 
I never saw a moor 
I never saw the sea; 
Yet know I how the heather looks 
And what a wave must be. 


I never spoke with God, 
Nor visited in heaven 
Yet certain am I of the spot 
As if the chart were given. 
| —W.C.R. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
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OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 
Summer School. College Credit 
Holy Land Tour, 1958. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Caro 


MARCH 26, 1958 


The Atonement 


(Excerpt from a sermon on I Peter 2:24, preached 
in the First United Presbyterian Church of In- 
dianapolis, by Gordon H. Clark, March 2, 1958.) 


My good friends, I wish to speak very plainly. 
This doctrine of the substitutionary atonement 
is the heart of the gospel. The Westminster 
Confession contains thirty-three chapters, all 
good, and, I would say, all important, even 
though the rank and file of most congregations 
know little about it. But however it may be 
with other doctrines, the substitutionary atone- 
ment is the very center of the gospel. 


By God’s grace I purpose to preach the atone- 
ment, and by God’s grace I shall hold mem- 


bership in a Church that considers this central 


and essential. 


If a Church does not insist on the substi- 
tutionary atonement, if it merely permits some 
ministers to preach it, while at the same time 
it promotes other ministers who deny it, that 
Church has lost its reason for existence. If the 
purpose of a Church does not include the 
Atonement, I cannot share in its purpose. 


The questions that face us in this year of 
merger are not minor matters of report-forms 
and business routine. Nor is it a question of 
a small body being swallowed up by a large 
body. It is not just a question of tight cen- 
tralized control in contrast with more demo- 
cratic procedures. It is not merely the matter 
of the ordination of women. It is not even a 
question simply of the distinctive doctrines of 
Calvinism, much as I believe them to be very 
important. | 


But we are called upon this day to judge 
of the importance, of the indispensability of 
the very center of Christian faith — the atone- 
ment of Christ. 


As for me, I shall under no condition remain 
in a Church that considers the atonement un- 
essential. 


Searching for Him 


A three year old member of a Sunday School 
was saying his prayers. “Dear Dedus,” said 
he, “please help me to be a good boy in 
séarch,” meaning in church. This brought to 
mind the thought—wouldn’t it be wonderful 
if church attendance were always a search, a 
search for Christ. 


“Search the scriptures” and “If ye seek ye 
shall find,” the Bible tells us but let us con- 
sider some of the motives behind church at- 
tendance. For some it is a bona fide searching, 
a seeking for the Master, and these people, 
already having Christ in their hearts, want more 
of Him and their search is always rewarded. 
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For others church attendance is a habit, a 
custom, a convention and these would do well 
to remember that the Word of God never 
leaves us the same. It either softens us or else 
it hardens us. 


Still others go to church because their gre- 
garious instinct moves them to foregather wher- 
ever a crowd assembles. Others go because of 
fear of their Creator. And a troubled conscience 
which needs salving is the motivating influence 
behind still others. 


Suppose we could read the hearts of men, 
what queer stories we would find, but know 
ye, God can read them all and you can read 
one—your own. Does it make good reading? 
Are your motives right? Are you really search- 
ing for Him as you sit in His house? 


Perhaps what you need is not a house-cleaning 
but a heart-cleaning. Why not enlist the aid 
‘today, now, of the master heart-cleaner, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

—R.Le.C. 


The Publican Plane 


Nobody expected much of the Publican. He, 
like the Samaritan, ranked low in Jewry. One 
indeed went down to his house justified rather 
than the Pharisee, - he was an exception. And 
one became an Apostle and a Gospel writer, - 
he stood out from his fellows. One, having 
found, - having been found by, the Lord, re- 
stored looted goods and made it four-fold, - 
but Zacchaeus was an extraordinary case. None 
the less, the publican in general had little be- 
stowed and little required. He served as a com- 
parison, a contrast, to that which a devout 
Churchman ought to be. It was therefore a 
scathing indictment of supposed godly folk, 
which our Lord intended when He cried: “If 
ye love them which love you, what reward have 
ye? Do not even the publicans the same? And 
if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye 
more than others? Do not even the publicans 
so?” 


Even so also in the judgment of the Saviour, 
the Christian should be of superior temper to 
those round about him, the non-Christians. No 
doubt remains on this, when we recall the final 
word of Matthew 5: “Be ye therefore perfect 
...’ Whether one takes this as did the old- 
fashioned Methodist ordination vow, that is, as 
regards loving, or in the absolute sense, un- 
fathomable, the standard for the Christian cer- 
tainly is supreme. Rather strange, yet pointedly, 
the world has the same attitude as relates to 
His followers. All ages, reflecting if uncon- 
sciously our Lord’s estimate and demand, have 
expected Christians to be super men, not in 
the sense of the philosopher Nietzsche, nor in 


the so-called comic-book fashion, but in the 


sense which the Bible presents. 
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The moralist goes to Church when convenient. 
Should not the Christian do more? ‘The one 
whose name is on the Church roll, reads the 
Bible on occasion. Does the Christian do no 
more? The religionist prays perhaps. What 
do we more? Some, many, believe in God; 
the Christian puts God first! ‘The publican 
spends his money for self, for a family, for 
things of this life, with a little for God’s pur- 
poses through the Church. The Christian, rec- 
ognizing all as God’s, handles his money in 
trust, and sets aside God’s portion first. The 
publican has his drinks, his “rock ’n’ roll,” 
his Sunday movies, Sunday fiestas, his bridge 
and racing bets, his pin-ball and pin-up. Is 


the Christian different? Is the name Christian | 
only a name, nominal, an appellation? Or is 


it character, in the true Hebrew and Biblical 
sense? 


If the Christian does even all that it is his 
duty to do, as duty, what does he more than 
others? Our Lord characterized such attitude 
as true of the unprofitable servant. Real right- 
eousness exceeds that, not of the publican, but 
of the Scribes and Pharisees! What of the second 
mile, the cloak with the coat? the other cheek? 
We recall the story of the debate in which 
one said to his opponent: “You do not have 
much religion, do you?” And the other replied: 
“Not enough to boast about.” No marvel that 
the wordling scorns the “nominal” Christian; 
he should! And what does the Lord of Glory 
think? | 


Several years back there was printed a story 
about an innkeeper who customarily enter- 
tained preachers without charge. On occasion, 
one representing himself as such, registered for 
space. On leaving he was surprised to receive © 
a bill. Remonstrating that the custom of the 
inn was to make no charge for preachers, he 
received the reply: “You drank like the sinners. 


You cursed like the sinners. You gambled like | — 
the sinners. And you will pay like the sinners!” |» 


Do Christians live on the plane of the Publican? 
—R.F.G. 


“Brethren, Pray for Us” 


Paul often felt the need of prayer, perhaps — 
having heard James preach that “effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 


Any person who thinks that he doesn’t need 


the prayers of the faithful is a lost soul. The 
greatest ministers of our church have made it 
a habit to request their Sessions to pray for 
them. 


When a Christian develops a sense of in- 
adequacy, desiring the prayerful intercession of 
his friends, it is a sign of spiritual growth. It 
is a common Christian experience and some- 
where along the way every prophet, apostle and 
saint has been strengthened by the prayers of 
God’s good people. | 
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If you go behind the scenes in the lives of 
the most successful ministers and laymen, you 
will find some one, perhaps a group, praying 
constantly for every individual the Lord has 
blessed. Paul revealed the need for prayer as 
much or more than any writer of the Old and 
New Testaments. He mentioned it in several 
Epistles, appealing especially to the brethren 
in I Thessalonians 5:25. 


If Paul felt this need, we ordinary, sinful 
mortals certainly stand in need of prayer. 


—Ralph Brewer. 


How To Be Saved 


“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” was the 
cry of the Philippian jailer on that eventful 
midnight when two strange prisoners, Paul and 
Silas, sang hymns to the bass accompaniment 
of an earthquake, and when prison doors were 
miraculously opened. | | 


“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you 


shall be saved, you and your household,” was 
the immediate Spirit-given reply. 

This is the abiding answer to life’s greatest 
uestion. It was given to one who sensed his 
sinnerhood, and was therefore ready to accept 


Christ’s Saviourhood. Not until we become aware . 


of our own desperate ruin are we prepared to 
embrace God’s wonderful remedy. : 


However, the moment we realize that we are 
sinners incapable of saving ourselves, God would 
have us know that “Christ died for our sins’ 
(I Cor. 15:3), and that all the benefits of His 
atoning death are ours when we receive Him 
by faith. Unquestionably Paul and Silas elab- 
orated on our Lord’s great mission of redemp- 
tion to the Philippian jailer, for we read, “They 
spoke the Word of the Lord to him and all 
that were in his house.” (Acts 16:32). But we 
know that all their instruction led back to their 
great initial announcement, “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved, you 
and your household.” | 


This is the simple Gospel which too many 
are missing—church members as well as others. 
Have you received, by a definite act of faith, 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? 


If you are not sure of your salvation, you 
can come into that glorious certainty at this 
very moment simply by praying in all sincerity 
this prayer: “Lord Jesus, as a penitent sinner, 
I now accept Thee as the One who died in my 
stead on the Cross. I put my complete trust 
in Thee, my risen Lord. I come to Thee be- 
lieving Thy promise, ‘Him that cometh to Me 
I will in no wise cast out’ (John 6:37). In 
simple child-like faith. I accept the assurance 
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of Thy Word which declares, “But as many as 
received Him to them gave He power to be- 
come the sons of God’ (John 1:12). Help 
me live for ‘Thee each day, to nourish my soul 
daily with Thy Word, to strengthen by .my 
presence and service Thy church, and to wit- 
ness a good confession to Thy grace and power 
before men. In Thy great Name I pray. Amen.” 


Now go and tell someone what He means to 
you. The possession of Christ involves the ex- 
pression of Christ. (See Romans 10:9,10). 

—GS5. 


The Generation To Come 
See Psalm 78 and Deuteronomy 6 


“The generation to come might know.” Ps. 78:6 


The generation to come is the important 
generation. When we are forty we are con- 
cerned about our children. When we are sev- 
enty, we think of our grandchildren. Moses 
was deeply concerned about the generation to 


~ come, and so was the writer of Psalm 78. In 


America today our great problem is Juvenile 
Delinquency. We wonder sometimes what our 
country will be like when the boys and girls 
who are now in their teens take over. If the 
generation to come is to be better than the 
present generation what are some of the things 
we should teach them. Let us listen as Moses 
tries to tell us. 


1. Their Relation to God: three simple, but | 
fundamental rules: Hear, or Listen, to God; 
Do, or obey, God; Love Him. Suppose that 
these were the “three rules” of education. Sup- 
pose that in every school and in every home, 
and in every church our children were taught 
these three things! They are far more impor- 
tant than the “Three R’s” that we talk so 
much about. If our children were taught to 


Listen to God, to Obey Him, and to Love Him, 


I believe our problem of juvenile delinquency 
would be solved. This is what Moses, the great 
statesman and lawgiver, tells his people. 


Il. Their Relation to the Book: “This Book.” 


_ We have lots of books for our children to study; 


I see them with their load of books very often. 
There is one Book which ought to be the main 
book in every school: the Bible. Moses says 
to put this Book in our hearts; have it on our 
tongues, to teach it and talk about it; bind it 
upon our hands; keep it as frontlets between 
our eyes; write it on the doorposts of our homes 
and on our gates. And yet, many of our modern 
schools will not allow the Bible to be read, 
much less studied. The “generation to come” 
must have the Bible if they are to be better 
than, or as good, as their fathers. 


Ill. Jn Relation to Themselves: Remember: 
Forget not. The sin of forgetting God, of 
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forgetting His Word, is a terrible sin. The 
nation that forgets God will dig its own grave. 
The nation that forgets the Word of God will 
perish. When we forget to listen to God, to 
obey Him, to love Him, we become idolaters. 
I am afraid that we are forgetting God and 


The Challenge Sputnik 


forgetting His Word. If we forget, then may 
God have mercy upon our children; they can 
only remember what we teach them. 
O Lord of Hosts, Be with us yet: Lest we 
forget: Lest we forget! | 
—J.K.P. 


By Dr. J. P. McCallie , 


talk given at breakfast meeting at Second 
World Missions Conference of Independent 
Presbyterian Church in Savannah, Ga., Novem- 
ber 21, 1957. The Impetus to Missionary Effort. 


This is the International Geophysical Year 


from July 1, 1957 to December 31, 1958. It — 


has been agreed on by 58 of the 82 nations 
in the United Nations to take the time of 
maximum solar activity when the most and 
largest sunspots would appear, as they do every 
11 years, to make all kinds of experiments on 


‘the earth, such as at the South Pole; under — 


the earth and under the sea, such as our atomic 
submarine Nautilus going under the ice pack 
to within a few hundred miles of the North 
Pole; and in the atmosphere around the earth, 
such as by immensely high balloon ascensions, 
and the setting off of intercontinental ballistic 
missiles and rockets of every kind, all this and 
more too, in order to find out all about our 
earth, and even about the sun and its rays 
and radiations that cause magnetic storms, in- 
terfering with radio and cable messages; in fact, 
to know what kind of universe we are living in. 


This is the reason why two nations, Russia 
and the U.S.A., agreed to send up for the first 
time in history manmade satellites to radio back 
information as to temperature and density of 
the atmosphere, ultra violet rays of the sun 
and cosmic rays from outer space, magnetic 
storms and meteoric dust, in fact everything 
that can be learned about the heavens above 
us. Scientific agreement was made that every 
nation would share with all the others all in- 
formation secured. The wave length of radio 
signals was agreed upon. It was all for the 
finding out the mysteries of nature. No race 
to do it first was engaged in and America 
gave out all her information freely, showing 
complete drawings of the satellite and all its 
contents. ‘The rocket to launch it into the 
air was described and the approximate time of 
launching it given. In order that it might not 
be at all regarded as a military instrument 
our country refused to use our military rocket, 
Jupiter, to launch the satellite, which it could 
have done in 1956, as that missile has been 
shot out at Eniwetok over 2500 miles up into 
the sky. 
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But Russia, as usual, broke every agreement, 
and gave out no information, stole nearly 
every atomic secret we had, changed the radio 
frequency of Sputnik’s signals from those agreed 
upon and without previous announcement 
hurled Sputnik out into space at a rate of 18,000 
miles per hour, so as to have its centrifugal 
force exactly balance the centripetal force of 
gravity and enable it to circle the earth every 
96 minutes. Thereby Russia gained an enor- 


mous propaganda advantage over the free na- 


tions and caused ignorant and neutral people 
of many nations to accept Russia’s world leader- 
ship over America’s. | 


Moreover this challenge that Sputnik (which — 


means fellow traveler) has brought to the free 
world has caused us to raise our ballistic missile 
expense to 2.6 billion dollars for this year. Our 
project, Vanguard, to get our own satellite up, 
which will far outstrip Russia in the informa- 
tion it will give the scientists, is now moving 
heaven and earth to send up our own moon 
as soon as possible. (Explorer was hurled aloft 
on January 31.) 


Satanic influences have aided atheistic Russia 
to beat so-called Christian America to spend 
her wealth trying to accomplish the same thing 
God told Adam and Eve not to do, i.e. not to 


eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge 


of good and evil, “to be as gods, knowing good 
and evil.” Man was again rebuked at Babel 


for attempting to build a tower to reach unto | 


heaven. 


A Russian scientist has said they have proved 
there is no God, else He would have slapped 


‘Sputnik down for invading His heaven. Each 


such satellite costs from one to two million dol- 
lars. Wealth is being squandered in the effort 
to seize the control of the moon and so over 
the earth. 


Thus the challenge of Sputnik to us Chris- 
tians is to spend our wealth to make Jesus 
Christ known to a lost world, to set up His 
control over the earth, to obey His last com- 


-mand “Go ye and disciple all nations.” It 


takes a mighty urge to get us lethargic Chris- 
tians to move in the right direction. The early 
Christian church stayed in Jerusalem and ap- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


43 
| 
4 
3 
4 
: 
q 
; 
q 


parently forgot the Lord’s injunction of Acts 1:8. 
But the persecution that Saul of Tarsus stirred 
up sent Christians scurrying everywhere through- 
out Judea and Samaria and “they that were 
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the 


Word.” 
Again at Antioch, where the church was first 


called Christian, they lingered for several years 
instead of taking the gospel out to the Gentile 


world. Then the Holy Spirit said: “Set apart — 


for me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them.” ‘The church was 
content to stay put in one place, but the Lord 
iy them up. Men grow apathetic, self- 
satisfied, and self-centered. It takes a mighty 


7) impetus to send them out to witness for Christ. 


‘Even the apostle Paul had to have the Lord 
appear unto him at Corinth and say: “Paul, 
be of good cheer. Speak boldly. I will let 
no man hurt thee. I have much people in 
this city.” In Jerusalem the Lord said to him 
in a vision: “Get thee out of Jerusalem and 
go far hence to the Gentiles.” At Troas the 
Lord sent a vision of a man from Macedonia 
saying: “Come over into Macedonia and help 
us.” Let’s take the challenge of Sputnik to do 
our very best to let the whole world know not 


> just about the atmospheric heaven above us 


but about the eternal heaven where our Lord 
will someday say to us “Well done, good and 
faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful in 
a few things. Enter into the joy of thy Lord.” 


I shall never. forget what a jolt it took to 


Break my Bible class loose from a practically 


indifferent attitude toward missions. One for- 


; eign mission season I had put aside $100 as 


my self denial gift. My class was doing nothing. 
I said to my men: “Fellows, this is a man’s 


job. We are letting the women of the church 


do all the self denial giving. It isn’t fair.” I 
had what I thought was a bright idea whereby 


maybe I could turn my $100 into $200. I said: 


“T’'ll tell you what I’ll do. I will. match every 
dollar you men give to the self-denial offering 


for foreign missions.” My brother-in-law came 


into the session room after the class was dis- 
missed and said: “Do you know what those 
fellows are doing out on the sidewalk? Wisdom 
Goree is going from fellow to fellow and say- 
ing, ‘Did you hear what Park McCallie said 
he would do — matching dollar for dollar. 
Fellows, let’s take him for a ride!’ They tried 
to get me but I refused. I'll help you by 
paying half of what it’s going to cost you, and 
I’m afraid that’s going to be a plenty.” And 
he was right. They raised $630 and it cost 
each of us $315. 


But I tell you that because of the after-. 
result. They had got an impetus that could 


_ have come in no other way that I know of. The 


next year instead of $1,260 the class raised $1,500 — 
without my matching a single dollar and took 
a missionary, Bill Moseley, at Fortaleza in Brazil. 


Bill married Ruth and we took her on at 


$1,500 more. Then a couple’s support was 
raised to $5,400 and we went up to that 
four years ago. The impetus to foreign mission 
effort had caught fire. A definite object, a 
fine missionary couple, whose letters and visits 
inspire us, keep us gladly giving to make Jesus 
known in that great land to the south of us. 
We have given Bill a plane that has doubled his 
usefulness and equipped his converted bandit, 
Balbino, with dentist’s chair and instruments. 
Won't you let Sputnik challenge you to do as 
much for Jesus Christ as Russia is doing for 


the devil? 


| The Reds’ Program for the Church 


_ By Mrs. Helen Sigrist 7 
Former Communist Party Member 


Last fall a delegation of Australian church- 


§ men visited Red China, and came back de- 


lighted with both the economic state of China 
and the freedom they felt the church has under 
Communism. This spring representatives of 
Japanese churches made a similar trip, with 
most of their reports being equally optimistic. 
Can we believe such reports? If not, what hap- 


> pens to well-meaning churchmen when they 


take conducted tours of Communist countries? 
Have they undergone some mysterious “brain- 
washing?” 
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“Brain-washed” Clergymen? 


Yes, in a very real sense such delegates are 
“brain washed.” Churchmen are especially easy 
to influence unless they understand the mean- 
ing of Communism. They’re idealists. They’ve 
been taught to look for good rather than bad. 
Most of them are not well grounded in eco- 
nomics or political science. Communists con- 
sider them the most naive section of the world’s 
population, though they’d not put it as gently 
as that. 
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Besides this, if they have fought Communism 
it’s too often because of what they thought 
it was, not for what it really is. TThey’ve thought 
all Communists are out for personal wealth 
or power, and then they meet one who has 
obviously sacrificed much for the movement and 
would give his life for it, expecting no reward 
in heaven and nothing now but the thought 
of building a new world. They’ve heard of free 
love, and find among Young Communists higher 
moral standards than among most non-Christians 
of the free world. They’ve pictured all Com- 
munists as sadistic, humorless maniacs, and meet 
some who chat about Beethoven and laugh easily 
at little incidents, as people laugh everywhere. 
They decide they must have been wrong about 
Communists, and are disarmed. 


Then the churchmen hear for the first time 
from able speakers the “other side” of the story 
of colonialism and exploitation and how the 
church followed the advance of imperialtsm, 
and it seems to make sense. They see illiteracy 
being reduced, and they see no more beggars. 
They see that though the country is still poor, 
yet people have enough food to live. They 
talk to church leaders who say that the Com- 
munists have made a deal with them and they 
are free, if only they are loyal to the govern- 
ment. And the churchmen go home believing— 
brainwashed because they didn’t know what 
Communism was when they went, and they 
still don’t know. 


Then What Is Communism? 


First, Communism is an ideal society of which 
men dream, in which there would be no war, 
crime nor poverty and very little sickness, in 
which each person would work for the love 
of it and receive all he needs. Communists 
never claim to have such a society, only that 
it will grow once capitalism is dead and there 
is no more need to keep a war machine. Theirs 
is Satan’s dream of heaven without God. They 
might succeed except for the fact that it is man’s 
fallen nature that is responsible for the evils 
of his society, not the other way around. 


Second, Communism is a movement to de- 
stroy the old world and build the new through 
the instrument of the Communist Party, which 
‘Is never intended to be more than a small, 
resolute, thoroughly convinced minority. This 
Party works openly, and secretly. It enters 
organizations it hopes to win over, others it 
hopes to sabotage and smash, others it intends 
to neutralize. A majority of the people may 
not favor its program before a successful revo- 
lution, but the majority must be neutralized, 
that is, be unwilling to fight to the death against 
them. Let us never think that Communists 
would rest while any tiny portion of the world 
was not in their control. As one of their songs 
goes, “We want the earth and all that’s on it. 
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Third, Communism is a philosophy of life, 
one that is often called a religion because it 
gives men something to live and die for. Many 
Communist theories have changed since the days 
of Marx, as no one can predict economic and 
political developments with complete accuracy. 
Communists adapt to new conditions or forget 
some of their theories. But the basis can never 
be changed, and it’s well for Christians to re. 
member this if they think of cooperation with 
Communists. That basis is materialism. Com- 
munist teaching means nothing if there is even 
the possibility of the supernatural in_ the 
universe. 

Most educated people have heard the Marxist 
phrase “Religion is the opiate of the people.” 
Do Communists really mean that? They cer- 
tainly do, and they hate every expression of 
religion, especially Christianity. I know that 
as a Communist I hated the God I said didn’t 
exist with a fury that is beyond the understand. 
ing of all who haven’t felt it. I hated the sight 
of a church or a Bible or a minister. The 
Communists I knew felt the greatest contempt 
for England’s Red Dean of Canterbury and 
other religionists who helped us, even when 
it was clear that their “supernaturalism” was 
little more than words. For all that, we always 
had a smile and a warm handclasp for the 
pastor or the Sunday school teacher who wan- 
dered our way. We had learned to stomach 
many things we didn’t like for the sake of the 
cause, and we could greet these people because 
we had to, even if it meant prattling piously 
about “Comrade Jesus.’”’ Many a church partici- 
pated in Communist-sponsored movements on 
welfare problems or education or segregation 
or civil rights. (Communists are not too alarmed 
when they happen to be unpopular for. the mo- 
ment. Look what happened in China!) 


Communists intend to destroy the church. 
They want to do it as quickly and efficiently 
as possible. They plan to wipe from the memory 
of man all thought of religion except as a 
myth believed by ignorant ancestors. Why then 
do Russia and China guarantee freedom of re- 


_ligion in their constitutions? Because Satan 


learned something in Nero’s day and will not 
make the mistake again of giving a simple and 
quick choice between Christ and death. The 
freedom promised on paper, and the limited 
freedom in practice, seems to the Communists 
the quickest way to kill Christianity. Besides 
they intend to use the church in its dying years. 


Clergymen Confused 


A happy Australian churchman reports that 
Red China has had to “come to terms with 
the church.” But remember, the Communist 
goal is to neutralize antagonism. The church 
is required not only not to oppose the govern- 
ment, but to support it loyally, and this brings — 
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into submission not only church members but 
all in their circles of influence. Leaders are 
asked to condemn foreign missionaries as agents 
of imperialism, and it doesn’t seem an issue 
worth dying for so they do it, even though 
such of them as are truly born again received 
life in Christ because of the ministry of these 
missionaries. The church must tell outsiders 
that it is free—and so word spreads through- 
out the world, and antagonism is softened, and 
nations are prepared just a little more for 
the day of their own disaster. In Communist 
theory, everything is political, whether astron- 


omy or child care. Chinese Christians may > 


think they have not compromised in matters 
of faith — and who are we to condemn them, 
who have not been under like pressure? — but 
is it really the government that has come to 
terms, or is it the church? For the Chinese 
Communists, the church has become a political 


agent, quietly cooperating, until the time comes 


for its death. 


Meanwhile Communist strategy is to take 
from the church the youth, its future leaders, 
by compulsory teaching of materialist science; 
by arranging activities conflicting with church 
programs, they plan to isolate the younger gen- 
eration and only a handful of “odd numbers” 
will cling to religious faith. The church is 
restricted in its publications, is denied the right 
to conduct schools as it used to do, is usually 


unable to hold open air meetings, and so on. 


It meets a steady stream of anti-religious propa- 
ganda. Yet this is proudly described as freedom. 


Much is made of the fact that in recent years 
no one has been imprisoned or killed on the 
charge of being a Christian. True. As Chris- 
tianity is not itself a crime on the books, those 
whose preaching is zealous and who seem to 
the government to have too little enthusiasm 
for Communism, are arrested on some small 
technical charge, or on some frame-up, or are 
accused of being spies because of past associa- 
tion with missionaries. Through unrelieved 
pressure that breaks the spirit, many come to 
believe that their Christian work may have been 
part of a foreign plot to control Chinese minds, 
and they confess and are re-educated along Com- 


-munist lines. Others receive strength to resist, 


and are never heard from again. No one is 
given the chance to die for Christ as the world 
sees 1t. The Lord sees it otherwise. 


There is nothing unique about the Commu- 
nist tactics in dealing with the church, as it is 
good Marxist-Leninist theory to have an im- 
mediate goal that seems quite different from 
the ultimate goal. Communists are interna- 
tionalists—yet they support every nationalist 
movement, either to direct it, or in the hope 
that it will weaken the great world powers. 
Communists promise small farms to poor peas- 


ants when estates are divided—yet they soon 
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coax or force them to join collectives. Com- 


-munists scream for academic freedom when 


Red teachers are discharged in capitalist coun- 
tries—but themselves give far less freedom. 
Communists work in trade unions in every coun- 
try before the revolution—but afterward render 
them almost functionless. Communists support 
pacifist groups to cripple their enemies—but 
are far from pacifist themselves. It’s no won- 
der that they use a promise of freedom as a 
means of killing the church. 


Now we know that God is able to overrule 
Satan’s agents, human or otherwise. He can 
comfort and strengthen Christians and give them 
wisdom. Even the newest Christian has the 
promise that it will be given him what he 


_ Should say in a day of trial. In answer to prayer 


in China and outside, the Holy Spirit can frus- 
trate the destroyers and give revival. Perhaps 
then the Communists would turn to violence in 
desperation, but even that could build the 
church. 


Delegations Destroy Church 


Will the Chinese church be benefited, how- 
ever, by the sending of delegations who come 
back with rosy reports? No. Such reports injure 
the church, both in China and outside. The 
Chinese church will lose: because the reports 
will not arouse Christians to pray earnestly for 
China and the believers there, but will remove 
all sense of urgency or pressing need. We will 
lose because we will go on our complacent way, 
crying peace when there is no peace, unmoved 
at the disaster that has overtaken a large part 
of the world. We will be lulled to sleep, while 
Communists, sneering at our stupidity, work 
night and day to destroy faith in the world. 
Then one day the Red government will ask 
the church of Jesus Christ in China to send 
its sons to fight with the blessing of the church. 
When they march, we who have helped build 
their power by an easy policy of accepting and 
speaking well of this Satanic force will see our 
mistake, too late. 


Must we then desert our brothers in China? 
Is there nothing we can do to help them? We 
should by all means seek to do anything we 
can that is a real help. Until we are sure that 
some means will not do more harm than good, 
we can pray. Not a vague mumbling of “God 
bless the Christians in China,” but real inter- 
cession, the prayer that costs and that releases 
the power of Almighty God. Perhaps those 
who know the Chinese church best could mobi- 
lize this prayer by a campaign suggesting spe- 
cific needs, real goals. Let us never say “It 
seems we can do nothing but pray.” Let it 
rather be, “God is omnipotent—and we can 


pray!” 
—Japan Harvest 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 13 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God's People In Bondage 


Background Scripture: Exodus 1 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 


The book of Genesis ends with the words, “a coffin in Egypt,” but in that coffin were the bones of 
one who had the faith to believe that God would visit His people and bring them out of Egypt, and 
Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry 
up my bones from Egypt. In the book of Exodus we continue to study the history of God’s people. 
As long as Joseph lived, the children of Israel were treated as became the brethren of the man 


who had been the ruler of the land under 
Pharaoh. Then Joseph died and all his brethren 
and all that generation and a radical change 
took place in the relationship of the Egyptians 
and the rulers of Egypt. 


I. The Prosperity of Israel: 1:7-8. 


These verses explain the change which took 
place. There were two reasons. First, the chil- 
dren of Israel prospered in the land of Goshen. 
Notice how verse 7 expresses it: “And the chil- 
dren. of Israel were fruitful, and increased 
abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceed- 
ing mighty; and the land was filled with them.” 
From a small band of some seventy souls they 
now numbered a half million or more. This, 
in itself, created a problem for the Egyptians. 
In the second place, a king came on the throne 
who knew not Joseph. It does not take long 
for nations, or people, to forget their bene- 
factors. Then when dynasties change, the whole 
attitude of a nation often changes with it. 


II. Oppressive Measures Begun: 8-14. 
The new king became fearful of the Israelites. 


Here in their midst was a nation of foreigners. | 


They were growing so rapidly that he says of 
them, “the people of the children of Israel are 
more and mightier than we are.” This was no 
doubt an exaggeration, but there was enough 
truth in it to make the Egyptians afraid. He 
suggested that they “deal wisely” with them, 
lest they multiply and if a war should occur 
join their enemies and fight and get them up 
out of the land. Notice this last expression. 
They were afraid of the Israelites and yet they 
wanted to keep them in the land. It was to 
their advantage to have them there, but not 
as free independent people, but as slaves. It 
seems that the Israelites were profitable to 
the Egyptians. Very much the same feeling has 
often existed where there were many Jews. The 
Jews are good financiers and sharp _ business 
men. There were a good many Jews in Ger- 
many before the war. They possessed a large 
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proportion of the money. The Germans were 
jealous of them and set about to destroy them. 


So with the Egyptian King and his advisers. 


Their policy was, make them stay in the land, 
but make slaves out of them. 


They began their oppression by setting task- 


masters over them and forcing them to build ! 


treasure cities for Pharaoh, Pithom and Raamses. 


The more they afflicted them, the more they | — 


grew. Israel thrived under this persecution, and 


they were grieved because of the children of | 
Israel. There seems to be very much of this | | 
feeling in the world today. The whole of the | 


Middle East is grieved because of the Jews in 
Palestine. Egypt is still grieved and so are 
other surrounding nations. If the Egyptians of 
today could have their way, they would destroy 
the Jews. a 


They increased the rigor of their oppressive 
measures and made their lives bitter with hard 


bondage. They worked in mortar, and brick © 


and in the field. 


III. The Order to Slay All the Male Children: 
15-22. 


This forms the climax of all their oppression. 
The first order was to the midwives, that they 
should slay every son born in an Israelitish 


family. But the midwives feared God and did | 


not as the king commanded, but saved the men 
children alive. They had a ready excuse when 


called to account. Therefore God dealt well | 
with the midwives. God sees and honors all | 


who fear Him. We have numerous examples 
of this in the Bible. A conspicuous one 1s 


Rahab who hid the spies and here we find | 


another case. Jesus also found faith in strange 
places and in strange people, and marveled at 
this faith. God is no respecter of persons, but 
in every place and nation those who honor 
Him are honored by Him. We find the same 
thing today. Many in our own land are un- 
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believing and unconcerned while strange people 
in far off lands are showing their faith and 
coming into the Kingdom. God blessed these 


midwives by making them houses. 


In spite of all this persecution, the people 
multiplied and waxed very mighty. “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” God was 
with Israel even in their darkest hour of bitter 
persecution. So it has ever been with the peo- 
ple of God, His church. The church has seen 
days of bitter persecution and bondage; perse- 
cution by the Jews and later by the Roman 
emperors and still later, by an apostate church. 
Part of her woes has been the result of her 
own sins. But God has been with His people. 
The Saviour promised that the gates of hell 
should not prevail. It was this way with His 
chosen people in Egypt. He had promised 
Abraham that his descendants should be as 
the sand of the sea. He makes the wrath of 
man to praise Him, and the residue of wrath 
He restrains. No earthly Pharaoh could crush 
the people of God. In the succeeding chapters 
we see the struggle between Pharaoh and God, 
and the victory of God’s people. 


Having failed to crush the Israelites through 


the midwives, Pharaoh now charged all the 


people to carry out his orders and kill all the 
male children who were born to the Israelites. 
This was indeed a black day in Egypt for God’s 
chosen people. It was in such an hour that 
deliverance came. | | 


IV. Some Lessons from this Chapter. 


These things are written for our instruction, 
and teach us some valuable lessons. They are 
illustrative, and often typical, of the Christian 
life. May I call attention to some of these. 


1. Egypt may well illustrate the world in 
which we must stay for a time. It is a hostile 
world. When John tells us -to love not the 
world, he is thinking of such a world. The 
temptation is to love this world too much. We 
find later that many of the Israelites loved 
the things of Egypt, like the leeks and garlic. 
In spite of all they suffered, many of them 
wanted to return to Egypt when “the going 


got rough” on the to Canaan. The 


world has never loved the church. In the world 
ye shall have tribulation, said Christ to His 
disciples. 


_2. Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, is an illustra- 
tion of our great adversary, the devil. He is 
leader of the forces of evil. He holds on to 
his slaves as long as he can. His destruction 
Is symbolical of the destruction of that old 
serpent, the devil, who will one day be cast 
into a lake of fire. Satan is more powerful 
than Pharaoh. He has led captive the vast 
majority of mankind. 


3. The slavery of Egypt is typical of the 
Slavery of sin. Jesus said to the Jews, whoso- 
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ever committeth sin is the servant (slave) of 
sin. Now, “all have sinned,” so we are in 
slavery by nature. Just as their lives were made 
bitter by the hard work they had to do, so the 
lives of transgressors are bitter lives: the way 
of the transgressor is hard. As I write these 
comments the news comes of the capture of 
the man who shot two patrolmen here in North 
Carolina. In our jails and penitentiaries are 
hundreds of thousands of people whose lives 
have been made bitter by sin. Outside of 
these prisons are millions more who are “dead 
while they live’; who know nothing of real 
joy. Sin brings sorrow and death. “The devil 
has no happy old people,” or young people, 
either. Why is it that people continue to be 
slaves, when they can be made free? That is 
one of the questions which we ask and cannot 
fully answer. 


4, Salvation is of the Lord. This is brought 
out in our Devotional Reading, which forms 
a good conclusion to our lesson. Let us turn 
to Isaiah 40:1-11 and read some of these com- 
forting promises. The prophet is speaking of 
the time of deliverance when “the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed.” ‘These words, of 
course, look forward to John the Baptist and 
his preparation for the coming of the Lord. 
“Behold, the Lord God will come with strong 


hand.” The Lord has indeed come. “If the 


Son shall make you free, ye shall be free in- 
deed.”” The very word “redeem” looks toward 
the slave market. Jesus came to the world, 
the slave market, to redeem us from our bond- 


age and make us free. Hallelujah, what a 


Saviour! 


WANT TO RENT—House in Montreat 
for July and August. Congregation de- 
sires accommodations suitable for two 
families at a time, totalling perhaps eight 
or more persons. Single kitchen accept- 


‘able. First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 
andria, Louisiana. 


COLLEGE WIDOW wishes position as House 
Mother in Southern School. Reply c/o The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, 
N. C. 


EASTERN TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 


MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND CANADA 

CALL COLLECT ANY TIME . 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. SPARTANBURG, S. C. 
FR 6-1636 2-5067 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 13 


Scholarships For Arab Refugees 


and almost a million Arabs who had lived in 


Scripture: Matthew 6:38-48 and I John 3:16-18 


Suggested Hymns: 


“Near The Cross’ 
“He Leadeth Me’”’ 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee’ 


Suggestions to Program Leader: 


(This program deals with our second financial 
objective of the year — that of providing aca- 
demic scholarships for young Arab refugees. 
It will be difficult to explain the refugee 
situation without a map of the eastern Medi- 
terranean countries. If you do not have access 
to a large map of this area, you can easily 
make one. On a large piece of wrapping paper 
scaling it up from the way you will find in a 
modern atlas or geography book. Be sure to 
indicate the boundaries of the countries with 
bold lines, so all your young people can see 
clearly. There is a sound film strip “Exiles in 
the Holy Land” which pictures the refugee 
problem. This film will prove very helpful, 
if you can obtain it. Pictures from magazines, 
papers and books will also be valuable for 
showing conditions as they are. Back issues of 
The Presbyterian Survey have carried stories 
and pictures of the Arab refugee camps.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

It is not our purpose in this program to 
fix the blame for the serious problem which 
exists in the Holy Land today. Our concern is 
for almost a million’ suffering Arab refugees 
who have had little or nothing to do with 
the situation which has brought them into their 
dire plight. We do not like to think about 
misery, but as Christians, we cannot ignore the 
poverty and pain of these people, even as the 
good Samaritan could not pass by a sufferer 
in this same locality so long ago. Of course 
we do not seek information about these people 
just for the sake of gathering facts. We want 
to learn of their needs so that we can help to 
meet them in the name of Christ. 


First Speaker: 

For a number of years prior to 1947 Jews 
from all over the world migrated to Palestine 
which was then inhabited by Arabs. In 1947 the 
United Nations organization created the nation 
of Israel and granted the new country a small 
area of land along the eastern shore of the 
Mediterranean Sea. Bitter fighting followed, 
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the land which was now called Israel were 
forced to flee, leaving their homes, businesses, 
and possessions behind them. They fled into 
the Arab countries to the north, east, and south. 
102,000 went north into Lebanon. Syria, to 
the northeast, took 85,000. 208,000 more went 
to the narrow strip of Egyptian soil to the 
southeast called Gaza. The largest number, 
almost half a million, went directly east into 
the Arab nation of Jordan. The countries 
which received these refugees were able to absorb 
very few of them, so for more than ten years 
most of these people have been living a miser- 
able and almost hopeless existence in refugee 
camps. Refugee life is bad enough when it 
is definitely temporary, but when the prospects 
of solution seem almost hopeless, the situation 
becomes unbearable. 


Second Speaker: 


In the light of the comparative plenty which 
we enjoy it will be difficult for most of us to 
picture the poverty and privation which these 
people are experiencing. Perhaps a few startling 
facts will help us to understand the abject misery 
of their way of life. There is no work for the 
refugees so naturally there is no income. The 
United Nations and the churches began relief 
work. The people were housed in tents, and 
most of them are living in the tattered remains 
of the same tents today. The entire income 
provided for the refugees is twenty seven dollars 
per year per person. The diet provided amounts 
to only 1550 calories a day, which is at a bare 
subsistence level and is about half as much as 
the average American eats. In this diet there 
are no meat, vegetables, nor eggs, and very rarely 
is there any milk. Sanitation is terrible and 
disease runs rampant. The doctors and nurses 
who are available do the best they can, but 
their equipment and supplies are inadequate 
and so is their number. The UN has sought 
to provide education for the young people up 
to the ages of fifteen or sixteen. It has long 
been recognized that idleness breeds crime and 
trouble. That has been a big problem among 
the refugees, but the school program has pro- 
vided a wholesome outlet for the young people. 
Competition for employment is very keen, an 


refugee young people must have more than 


the minimum education in order to find good 
jobs, so they may help their people. 
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Third Speaker: | 
From what the last speaker has told us we 


can see that there is hardly any area in which 
the Arab refugees do not have desperate needs. 
Anything we can do for them will be a great 
help. In past years some youth groups and 
other church organizations have collected used 
clothing and money for food. These have been 
valuable projects. For our financial objective 
this quarter we are giving a new type of aid. 
It has often been said that we help people 
most when we enable them to help themselves. 
In providing scholarship aid so that some Arab 


young people can further their education we » 


are doing just that. We are helping to equip 
them so that they can help their own people. 


We are actually doing something more im- 
portant than helping someone to help himself. 
We are bearing witness to the love of God in 
Christ Jesus. About 95 per cent of all Arabs 
are Mohammedans. They believe in one God, 
but they do not believe in Jesus Christ as the 


- Son of God and Saviour of sinners. ‘They do not 


know God as Father because they cannot come 
to Him through Christ. They know nothing 
of the love of God, and we have opportunity 
to show them the love of God in us as we 


offer these scholarships in the name of Christ. 


Offering and Prayer of Dedication 
(If you designate a certain percentage of 
your regular gifts for these financial objectives 


rather than receiving special offerings, it is 


still important to have a prayer in which you 
dedicate your gift.) 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 
An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
Single Copies $2.00 
$15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By Matthew Henry 
Now again available after being out of 
print. New biographical edition. A 
monumental work that has been for 
nearly two centuries without an equal 
and is to Bible teachers and to preach- 
ers what Shakespeare is to secular 
literature. Complete, in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. 


Postpaid. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyte Journal 
Weaverville ... N Carolina 
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a lesson VBS cons 


A 


BE EARLY 

Order your Sample Kit of Great Commission 

VBS materials TODAY. See these tried and 

proven materials NOW. Get the advantage of 
advanced planning and preparation. 


BE WISE 


Select Great Commission materials for your 
whole Vacation Bible School. Realize the bene- 
fits of a course with full Bible content and 
lesson integrated handwork. Provide your 
teachers with material you can trust for 
scriptural soundness, teaching technique, and 
pupil response. 


3E HAPPY | 

Make sure of satisfying results with Great 

Commission materials. Teachers and pupils 

respond to the challenge of purposeful study 

of God’s Word. Make a lasting impression on 

parents with the thorough instruction you give 
their children. 


Complete Sample Kit $3.50 Postpaid 


GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS 


727 Schaff Bidg., Phila. 2, Pa. 


\ \ 
THE BI 
is central in 


| Our Presbyterian Literature 


published by the 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 
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NEWS 


Proposed Benevolence Budget 


Atlanta, Ga. — (PN)—A proposed benevolence 
budget for the General Assembly causes in 1959, 
as approved by the General Council, will total 
$9,009,990. This budget will be submitted to the 
General Assembly for final approval in April. 


The proposed budget represents only $96,180 
increase over the 1958 budget, or an increase of 
but 1.07%. This slight increase does not reflect 
the actual need of the benevolence program of 
the General Assembly, since it will “‘meet only 
the minimum needs,” the Budget and Steward- 
ship Committee reported after its careful study 
of the question. But the slight increase seemed 
indicated by the low level of acceptances of 
synods and presbyteries for the General Assembly’s 
budget of 1958. This year’s budget was raised 
20% above the General Council’s recommended 
budget by action of the 1957 Assembly as a chal- 
lenge to the Church to meet the real opportunity 


in world and home missions. Only six synods. 


accepted the challenging budget; six accepted the 
General Council’s minimum proposal for 1958; four 
accepted less than the minimum budget for 
1958; four accepted less than the minimum budget 
for benevolence. 


Under the proposed budget for 1959, more than 


half will go to World Missions, which will receive 
$4,530,000. Church Extension (home missions) 
will receive $1,965,965 of the proposed nine million 
dollars. Christian Education is proposed for $810,- 
600; Annuities and Relief, $508,780; and the nine 
smaller agencies in the General Fund would re- 
ceive $1,171,050. Interchurch Agencies would re- 
ceive $23,595. 


Other actions taken by the 26-member Council 
included approval of a proposed Church Calendar 
for 1959-1960, with monthly and special season 
emphases designated; and the approval of the 
General Council’s annual report to the General 
Assembly. 


The Council also took special oe that Dr. James 
G. Patton, this year completes 15 years as its 
executive secretary, adopted a resolution express- 
ing “its sincere appreciation of his zealous spirit 
and of his untiring labors for God and the Church 
‘ during these years.”’ The Council further assured 
“Dr. Patton of its fervent gratitude for these years 
of earnest, dedicated, faithful, and distinguished 
service for our Lord, and of its prayer that God’s 
blessings may be upon him through many more 
years of service in our beloved Church.” 


In another action, the Council approved a re- 
organization of the Plan Book Committee (which 
prepares the annual Plan Book) to include the 
executive secretary of the Council, two pastors, 
a director of Christian education, and a representa- 
tive of the Board of Women’s Work. To this 
committee, which was set up on a three-year term 


basis, were appointed the Rev. Thomas Duncan - 


of Shreveport, La.; the Rev. D. R. Greenhoe of 
Sweetwater, Tenn.; and Miss Eubank Taylor of 
Gastonia, N. C. 


The Council further heard and approved reports 
from three special committees from its member- 
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ship. The Committee on Reserves of Assembly’s 
Boards and Agencies, with Mr. Nat K. Reiney as 


chairman, reported study conferences held during 


the past several months, and plans to complete 
the study by 1959. 


The Committee on Church Insurance, headed 
by Mr. A. Walton Litz, reported an extensive study 
of the varying methods of insuring churches, and 
recommended that no Assembly-wide and Assembly- 
sponsored plan be inaugurated for this Church, 
and that through the Presbyterian Survey the 
whole problem and need for adequate fire insur- 
ance for churches be brought to the attention of 
the whole Church. 


The Committee on ‘Support of the Presbyterian 
Survey, studying the matter referred to the Coun- 
cil by the General Assembly of 1957, recom- 
mended that no change be made in the method of 


support for the official magazine during 1959. 


The magazine is presently underwritten by all 
agencies of the Church, as a part of their effort 
for promoting the work of the Church as a whole, 
as they have done in various ways since the 
organization of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. It 
has been proposed that the Survey might be made 
a General Fund agency, or otherwise supported 
directly by the General Assembly, and detailed 
studies are recommended to continue as the Survey 
passes through the present period of amazing ex- 
pansion, having gone from 39,000 circulation in 
January 1957 to a press run of 170,000 for April, 
1958. Mr. Tully D. Blair is chairman of the Coun- 
cil’s- committee on support. | 


A special report to the Council was made by 
Dr. William B. Ward, pastor of Grace Covenant 
Church, Richmond, and chairman of the committee 
which organized and put on the Sixth Quadrennial 
Youth Convention. Dr. Ward reported on the 
highly successful convention and made recommen- 
dations for conserving experience gained from it, 
looking toward others in the future. The Council 
by a rising vote expressed its appreciation of the 
work of Dr. Ward, the Rev. Malcolm C. Mclver, 
Jr., who served as Director of the Convention, 
and other members of the Convention Committee, 
which functioned under the Council’s authority. 
It then gave approval for the holding of the Sev- 
enth Quadrennial Youth Convention on the World 
Mission of the Church, at Christmas time, 1960. 


The Council recommended that the General As- 


sembly endorse the use by all churches in the. 


Assembly of the bulletin insert reporting on actions 
of the Assembly. The insert is offered by the 
Publicity Department of the Council, and last year 
was used by some 800 churches, with a total cir- 
culation of 172,000. In another action concerning 
the Publicity Department, the Council gave its 
backing, and asked the Assembly to do the same, 


_to newly initiated news clinics being held for min-. 


isters within each presbytery. 


Council members completing their maximum 
terms of service on the coordinating and planning 
body of the Church, were honored with the. pres- 
entation of certificates. Members of the Council’s 
Class of 1958 so honored were Dr. Frank Alfred 
Mathes, representing the Board of World Missions; 
Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, representing the Office of the 
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General Assembly; and Mr. E. A. Dean, Dr. Harry 
A. Fifield; Dr. C. E. Mount; Mr. Reid V. Robin- 
son; Dr. J. Farra Van Meter, and the Rev. C. H. 
Williams, all representing the Church at large. 


Budget recommendations being sent by the 
Council to the Assembly, are as follows: 


Board of World Missions 
Board of Church Extension 1,965,965 
Board of Christian Education 810,600 
Board of Annuities and Relief 508,780 
General Fund Agencies 1,171,050 
Board of Women’s Work $181,200 
The General Council. 220,200 
Assembly’s Training School 223,800 
Mountain Retreat Assn 180,000 
Stillman College 229,800 
Historical Foundation 40,000 
American Bible Society 48,550 
Presbyterian Foundation 40,000 
Administrative Expense 7,500 
Interchurch Agencies 23,595 
National Council 10,200 
World Council 8,295 
Geneva Building 2,100 
Lord’s Day Alliance 1,000 
Religion in American Life 2,000 
Total Budget $9,009,990 
World Mission Receipts 
Budget for 1958 $4,530,000.00 
Receipts to date 247,005.33 


Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1958 5.45 % 


Balances for 1958 4,282,994.67 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham—On Sunday, March 2, 1958, the 
congregation of the South Highland Presbyterian 
Church called the Rev. Eugene Preston Poe as 
pastor. The Commission on the Minister and His 
Work of the Presbytery of Birmingham at their 
meeting on Monday night, March 10th, 1958, ap- 
proved the call which will be, presented to the 
Presbytery of Birmingham for final action. 


The Presbytery will convene in the South High- 
land. Church on March 25 to receive report of the 
Commission and to transact business growing out 


of this call which will include the arrangements for _ 


the installation services. 


Mr. Poe will succeed Dr. Frank Alfred Mathes 
who resigned in December to accept a call to the 
Granada Presbyterian Church of Coral Gables, Fla. 


_Mr. Poe came to South Highland in September, 
1956, having served in the capacities of Assistant 
and Associate Minister. 


Mr. Poe, a native of North Carolina, received his 
B.A. degree from Elon College. He was graduated 
from Columbia Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., in 1948 with a B.D. degree. He was 
ordained in 1948 by the East Alabama Presbytery 
and has served continuously in the Synod of Ala- 
bama. During 1948-50 Mr. Poe was student pastor 


at Auburn. From this assignment he served the | 


church at Brewton, Ala., until called to South 
Highland in 1956. 


Mrs. Poe is the former Esther Florine Braxton, | 


also of North Carolina. They have a son, Thomas 
Lee Poe. The Poes’ residence is 433 Glenwood 
oad, Vestavia, Birmingham. 


$4,530,000 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


This PARTY PACK has everything for a 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY PARTY for your CHILD. 


It is suitable for children of all ages— 
It will serve 8 GUESTS. 


PACK CONSISTS of 99 COLORFUL ITEMS 
of the following:— 


1 Fancy Decorated Happy Birthday Table- 
cloth size 58x88. 


1 Delightful Game for the entire party. 
1 Box of Candles for the Birthday Cake. 


AND 8 of each of the following items: 


Plates, Drinking Cups with Handles, Nap- 
kins, Spoons, Forks, Candy or Nut Baskets, 
Fancy Party Hats, Beautiful Party prizes, 
Candle Holders, Large Colorful Balloons, 
Party Invitations, Cards & Envelopes. 
EVERYTHING to make your CHILD’S 
BIRTHDAY PARTY the HAPPIEST DAY 
of the YEAR. 

99 COLORFUL ITEMS ALL IN ONE 
LARGE BOX. 

A $6.00 VALUE — SPECIAL $4.25 — 
POST PREPAID. NO C.O.D. please. 
CASH — CHECK — MONEY ORDER. 


You will be delighted or your money 


back. 
The 
Happy Birthday Party Pack 


5139 North Clark Street, Dept. A. 99 
Chicago 40, Illinois 


The South Highland Church is one of the leading 
churches in the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and is 
actively identified with the Church’s program from 
that of the local congregation on through the 
General Assembly and the membership looks for- 
ward with thanksgiving and gratitude to the fur- 
therance of the church’s program under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Poe. 


GEORGIA 


New York, N. Y., March 11 — Dr. Janie W. 
McGaughey, former Executive Secretary of the 


‘Board of Women’s Work, in Atlanta, Ga., and 


Miss Charlotte Persinger, Director of Christian 
Education, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Nash- 


_ ville, Tenn., sailed for Europe and the Holy Land 


aboard the SS United States. 


Miss McGaughey who retired from leadership 
of the Women’s Board in 1956, was given the 


trip to the Holy Land by individual members of 


the Board of Women’s Work when she retired. 
She has been engaged in graduate study for the 
past year and a half prior to making the trip. 
Miss McGaughey and Miss Persinger arrived in 
London March 16 and went to the Middle East 
by way of Brussels, Belgium, and Cairo, Egypt. 
They will be in Beirut March 25 through March 28; 
Damascus March 29-April 2nd, and will spend 
Holy Week, April 3-8, in Jerusalem. On their 
return trip, they will visit Athens, Rome, Venice, 
Geneva, Amsterdam, Glasgow, London, and will 
return to New York May 20th aboard the SS 
Queen Mary. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Raleigh — (PN) — The Rev. Dr. Harold J. 
Dudley, Executive Secretary and Stated Clerk of 
the Synod of North Carolina, was honored recently 
by the North Carolina Recreation Society through 
the North Carolina Recreation Review magazine. 

A citation for 1957 was presented Dr. Dudley 
by Dr. Harold D. Myer, editor of the Recreation 
Review, and former president of the National 
Recreation Society. Dr. Meyer is associated with 
the Department of Sociology, University of North 
Carolina, in Chapel Hill. 


The citation describes Dr. Dudley as follows: 

“Native of Richmond, Va.; a graduate of Hamp- 
den-Sydney College with a brilliant record in 
scholarship and character and in athletics as a 
three-letter man. Graduate of Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond and recipient of a doctor 
of divinity degree from Southwestern Presbyterian 
College in Tennessee. 


‘“‘He has ministered in Lynchburg, Va.; Birming- 
ham, Ala.; and Kinston and Wilson, N. C. He 
became moderator of the Synod of North Carolina 
in 1953 and is now its general secretary. A pastor 
of the people, man of God among men, he is one 
of our state’s noblest personalities. Loyal husband, 
father and grandfather. 


‘“‘A natural recreator in skill, in principle, and 
in philosophy. A real athlete, he was signed by 
the St. Louis Cardinals as a catcher and was 
sent to Syracuse in the International League. He 
gave up pro-baseball to enter the ministry. For 
twenty-five years he had been interested in all 
phases of recreation—an accredited teacher of its 
arts and skills, director of young people’s camps 
and conferences, a specialist in singing, folk-danc- 
ing, and crafts — he practices what he preaches. 


“Director of the first North Carolina church rec- 
reation workshop; editor of the Recreation Review 
for 1947 and 1948; member of the North Caro- 
lina Recreation commission’s advisory committee 
since its beginning; long-time member of the Ameri- 
can Recreation Society and a charter member of 
the North Carolina Recreation Society. 


“One of us in its fullest meaning, we honor him 
as we are privileged to honor ourselves by bestow- 
ing upon him this special citation for distinguished 
service to the reaction world.”’ 


Queens College 


Charlotte, N. C. — Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. 
Belk, Charlotte, have presented to Queens College 
through the Centennial Fund campaign $75,000 
for the construction, furnishing, and equipping of 
the Irwin-McKay Infirmary. he infirmary will 
honor the physicians in the families of both Mr. 
Belk and Mrs. Belk who is the former Miss 
Katherine McKay, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Ham- 
ilton W. McKay, Charlotte. 


Mr. Belk is executive vice-president of Belk 
Stores Service, Inc., and director and vice-president 
of the various Belk Mercantile Corporations. 


The new infirmary will replace the oldest build- 
ing on the Queens campus. The present infirmary 
is a small frame cottage which was moved to the 
campus at the time the Myers Park location of 
the college was established. It is expected that the 
new infirmary will be ready for occupancy in the 
fall of this year for the 1958-59 college session. 


The building will include four hospital rooms, 
two additional rooms which can be converted into 
hospital rooms in emergencies, a diet kitchen, living 
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quarters for the college nurses, and a_ student 
health center in which there will be space for a 
waiting room, an office consultation room for the 
college physician and nurses, an examination-treat- 
ment room, and a laboratory. 


Mrs. Belk, a graduate of Smith College, was 
enrolled at Queens while studying to obtain a 
teaching certificate in 1951-52. | 


Death of 
The Rev. George Powell 


The Rev. George Powell died of a heart attack 
at his manse, Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church, 
Pineville, N. C., on January 27, 1958. 


Born at Mt. Olive, N. C., and a graduate of 
Guilford College, N. C., and of Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., Mr. Powell served the Helen and 
Nacoochee Churches of Athens Presbytery, Geor- 
gia, for some three years before going to Pine- 
ville, N. C., December, 1956. He is survived by 
two sisters: Mrs. Charles Lascola, Warwick, Va., 
and Miss Nell Powell, Charlotte, N. C. 


A George Powell Memorial Fund has been estab- 
lished with our Board of World Missions for 
the many friends who will want to remember 
with love and gratitude this young servant of 
the Lord who was so concerned and zealous for 
Christ and the Gospel. 3 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Furnishing the interior of a restored Korean 
Presbyterian church is the latest project of the 
Presbyterian College Ministerial Club. 


The group is attempting to raise funds in the 
PC student body to assist the An Yang Presby- 
terian Church at Kyung Gi Do. 


This church, completely destroyed during the 
Korean War, has been slowly rebuilt out of the 
meager means of the congregation. The four walls 
and roof are completed but a half-constructed bal- 
cony within collapsed during a 1956 Christmas 
service when the congregation filled it beyond 
capacity. 


Since then, funds have not been available to 
rebuild the balcony or complete the church. There 
is not a pew in the building. The congregation 
sings without a piano or hymn books. The min- 
ister preaches without a pulpit, and there are no 
chairs in the Sunday school rooms. Providing 
funds for these necessities is the project of the 
College organization of pre-ministerial 
students. 


Knowledge of this church came to the PC group 
through Yong Ki Lee, a Korean student at Pres- 
byterian College. He and his family are members 
of the Kyung Gi Do Church. Lee’s father, a med- 
ical doctor, is a leading officer in the congrega- 
tion. He gave free attention to those injured when 
the balcony collapsed, and he mortgaged his home 
to pay part of the church debt. 


Its minister, the Rev. Kee Won Ro, wrote this 
paragraph in his recent letter to the PC club: 


‘“‘We thanked the Lord for what had been ac- 
complished by you for our church through the 
grace of our Jesus Christ. Even thousands of 
miles are between us, but our prayers are always 
for you though we have not met before. Needless 
to say, your letter has renewed our concept toward 
,,smerican and his deep faith in our 
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John Gary Foxworth 


J ohn. Gary Foxworth, 62, retired business man 
of Kingstree, South Carolina, died on Sunday, 
February 23, 1958, at the Kelley Memorial Hos- 


pital in Kingstree. Although he had been in bad 


health for several years, he was critically ill only 
a few days. 


He is survived by his widow, the former Eliza- 
beth Winn of Laurens and Clinton, and by a 
daughter, Eleanor Winn Foxworth of Rock Hill, 
who for several years was Associate Director of 
Campus Christian Life of the Presbyterian Church 
U. S. 


Mr. Foxworth was a member of the Williams- 
burg Presbyterian Church in Kingstree, South 
Carolina. 


During the 1940’s Mr. and Mrs. Foxworth 
worked at the Bachman Memorial School & Home, 
a Presbyterian U. S. Orphanage located at that 
time in Farner, Tennessee. 


He was the son of the late Henry and Agnes 
Goff Foxworth; but was reared by his step- 
mother, Mrs. Ellen Davis McGill Foxworth, of 
Cades, who built the McGill Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, near Cades, which was burned many years 
ago. 


TENNESSEE 


Zion Church, near Columbia, Tennessee, in 1957, 
held its sesquicentennial celebration. The guest 
register shows that visitors, sons and daughters 
of Zion Church, came from 19 states; for the 
special services in June they came by plane from 
California, New York, Georgia, and Texas. Dr. 
James English Cousar, Jr., of Savannah, Georgia, 
was the inspirational speaker, his subject being 
“God’s Transplantations.” The theme of the 
pageant presented was the “Continuing Witness” 
of this congregation. Zion honored its founders 
and recognized its heritage. Throughout the days 
of celebration emphasis was placed on those in 
the past who were men of faith, of vision, of 
hope and steadfastness; and we prayed that we 
might seize whatever zeal, courage, vision and 
truth that guided them, reminding ourselves and 
all men, that we look not primarily to the found- 
ing fathers, but to Christ, the Author and Finisher 
of our faith. 


That the witness of the congregation of Zion 
under the ministry of Rev. W. M. Ford is con- 
tinuing is indicated by the fact that during the 
year 1957 more united with Zion Church than 
with any other church in Columbia Presbytery. 
This was hardly to be expected of a rural church, 


| but it is gratifying that it came the sesquicentennial 


year. 
Under Paul Fulton as superintendent, attendance 


5 at Sunday School continues high, despite the fact 


that Zion is in need of an educational building. 
A building fund known as “Founders’ Memorial 
Fund” was recently started, which we pray will 
grow. The Young People of the Church, under 
the direction of Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Willoughby, 
with Lou Banks Fulton as president, continue 


q active. The Young People had charge of the Pub- 


2 Worship on January 26, Assembly’s Youth Sun- 
ay. 


Mr. Will C. Napier at a meeting of the congre- 
gation on January 26, 1958, was elected as an 
elder of Zion Church, and on February 9th the 
installation service was held. Mr. Napier had been 
roe iy as an elder before uniting with Zion 

urch. 
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TEXAS 


Brownsville—The Faith Presbyterian Church of 
Brownsville has received a grant of $50,000 from 
the Sams Foundation which will enable the Faith 
Church to complete and furnish an $85,000 first 
unit of its master building program. 


Announcement was made in March by the Rev. 
Jack P. Powell. The Rev. Powell says that plans 
are being made to begin construction of the unit 
on May 12, first anniversary of the church. 


The former Mr. Earl C. Sams was a business 
associate of J. C. Penney, and his two daughters, 
Mrs. Dean Porter and Mrs. Harry Lightner, live 
in Brownsville and are members of the First 
Presbyterian Church. 


Jim Matsell, Earl Theriac and Jim Cowan com- 
pose the Executive Board for the Building Com- 


mittee of Faith Church. The board explains that 


the proposed first unit will include a fellowship 
hall and classrooms to accommodate present needs 
of the congregation which had 86 charter members 
which organized last year. The location of Faith 
Church is on a three-acre site donated by the 
Brownsville First Church. 


The Manse, located four blocks south of the 
church building site, on Camwood Place, is a gift 
of the First Church. 


The Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary 


Austin Presbyterian Seminary will soon begin 
construction of a quarter-million dollar combina- 
tion classroom and convocation hall. It will be 
dedicated to the memory of the late B. W. Trull 
of Palacios, Texas, Seminary President David Stitt 
has announced. 


The Trull Memorial Building will be erected on 
the east side of the Seminary campus. Plans are 
now under way, and ground should be broken for 
the new building by late spring or early summer. 

The Seminary Board of Trustees is now planning 


. building facilities and faculty additions for a stu- 


dent body of 400. 


The late B. W. Trull served as a member of 
the Seminary Board of Trustees for several years 
preceding his death in February of 1957. In 1949 
Mr. and Mrs. Trull established a Seminary scholar- 
ship to aid deserving students. 


“Mr. Trull was one of the group of determined 
men whose vision and heroic endeavor broke the 
Seminary loose from its orbit and sent it to a new 
level as an institution,’”’ stated President Stitt. . 
“He gave of himself, untiringly, to the work of 
the Seminary Board and to his committee assign- 
ments. The depth of his interest is shown in the 
fact that despite physical handicap and often at 
the cost of personal pain and inconvenience, he 
did not miss any meeting of Board or committee. 
By his insight, generosity, and determination, he 
and Mrs. Trull pioneered at the Seminary, paving 


the way for the increase in enrollment the Semi- 


nary has seen, the development of a program of . 
training directors of Christian education and mak- 
ing possible the addition of apartments for mar- 
ried students,’”’ Dr. Stitt said. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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THE NEXT DAY. James A. Pike. Doubleday & 
Co. $2.75. 


The dean of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
in New York City says the today people are auto- 
matically turning to psychology when confronted 
with their problems. Twenty years ago they would 
have pondered the same problems in ethical or 


religious terms: He attributes this change of men- 


tal atmosphere to the spread by word of mouth 
of psychological jargon. Ordinary people talk to 
each other about each other in these terms. He 
accounts for this practice by saying that it avoids 
the issue of right and wrong. He advises his 
readers not to attach psychological labels to them- 
selves too quickly. 


This volume has been written to serve as an 
intelligent guide for everyday living. The illustra- 
tions employed are exceptionally fine. For exam- 
ple, in the chapter that tells us how to deal with 
the past, he writes, “If you had a heavy trailer 
attached to your car you would find it difficult 


to park in town, difficult to maneuver through 


traffic and difficult to speed up a hill in high 
gear. Many people are similarly hampered by their 
own past. They insist on carrying around with 
them the full weight of the remembrance of things 
past and this makes it more difficult for them 
to maneuver in the present and to approach the 
future with energy and confidence.” 


The value of this book is largely for normal 


people who are finding difficulties in life. It is 


written for people who need the advice of a Chris- 
tian pastor more than they do a psychiatrist. 
—J.R.R. 


CAMPING TOGETHER AS CHRISTIANS. John 
and Ruth Ensign. John Knox Press. $2.95. 


Anyone even vaguely familiar with the field of 
published material on camping is aware of the 
lack of information suitable for the church and 
Christian emphasis. Little has been said about a 
subject that deserves much attention. 


The importance of camping as a part of the 
whole Christian Education program of the church 
has been too long over-looked. Especially with 
the crucial Junior High age group there is tre- 
mendous need for this type of work. 


Camping Together as Christians was written to 
help camp leaders and others interested in reach- 
ing young people for Christ and His church in 
an outdoor setting. 


The authors have well stated that Christian 
camping is and should be, an integral part of 
the total educational program; a part which has 
possibilities all its own. It provides an experience 
in Christian living, a relaxed pace, and a new 
reality in worship not to be found in any other 
phase of church life. In camp there is no artificial 
distinction between the “spiritual” and “secular.” 
ife 1s considered a whole. “Through the daily 
activities of camping, the small group can have 
an experience in Christian living, motivated and 
guided by the Biblical revelation of God and His 
will for man’s life” (p. 8). In camp there is 
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STUDIES IN THE HOLy SPIRIT 
$2.50 postpaid 
By JAMES BENJAMIN GREEN 
Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 


Close adherence to the Scripture, clear, vig- 
orous statement of doctrine and plentiful 
illustrations from the author’s own experience 
and study mark Prof. Green’s comprehensive 
work on the Holy Spirit. 

Order from 


THE 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


a ‘“24-hour-a-day opportunity to practice Christian 
ios: gaa we so often only talk about in church” 
(p. 

In the second part of this book there is guidance 


for programs. These pages provide a wealth of 
material and procedures which could be adapted 


for almost any situation. Here the suggestions 


are down-to-earth and practical. Only a minimum 
of equipment and facilities are required for most 
projects. The authors have wisely assumed a primi- 
tive setting instead of a well organized pre-con- 
structed plant. The director of the established 
camp may, however, benefit much from a careful 
study of these chapters. 


A carefully planned section is included out- 
lining three separate programs—emphasizing 
Christian community, Christian stewardship, and 
Christian growth. Although these present more of 
an interpretation of natural and camp surround- 
ings into a spiritual emphasis, which could be 
used as the basis of a program, rather than actual 
schedules, they too are good source material for 
program-planners. 


This little volume will help to fill a glaring gap 
of material on this subject. A work of this type 
has been long needed. It is clear, practical, and 
relevant to the needs of the average camp plan- 
ning group. For the discerning camp director or 
D .. Camping Together as Christians could 
easily become the most valuable camping book 


on his shelf. 
—J.J.5.,0F. 


THE MINISTER AND CHRISTIAN NURTURE. 
Nathaniel F. Forsyth. Abingdon Press. $3.50. 


The church expects a teaching ministry but this 
poses a problem in the complicated local church 
of the day. In this book the work of the church 
is seen as an integrated whole, with the wise 
minister enlisting laymen in the total enterprise 
and helping them to mature as Christians. This 
volume has been produced to serve as a text or 
research volume in formal classroom procedure. 
It is also directed to churchmen who are re-exam- 
ining the nature of the total ministry and who see 
in Christian education a fundamental relatedness 
to all the functions of the church. 


’ There are 10 contributors to this volume. The 
writers differ in their emphases and theological 
viewpoints. 

Regardless of the size of the church or the type 
of the church the minister serves, there are sug- 
gestions here that could be profitable. 
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INTRODUCING NEW TESTAMENT THE- 
 e Archibald Hunter. Westminster Press. 


The book, Introducing New Testament Theology, 
published by the SCM Press, is another expression 
of the sane, competent scholarship which we have 
come to expect from the pen of Dr. A. M. Hunter. 
Dr. Hunter who is the Professor of Biblical Criti- 
cism in the University of Aberdeen intends this 
volume to be a companion piece to his earlier and 
more lately revised Introducing the New Testa- 
ment. In this new work he aims “to handle the 
salient issues (of New Testament theology) and 
to discuss the chief New Testament theologians.”’ 
The book is purposely brief rather than exhaustive 
in the hopes that it may benefit both busy clergy- 
man and beginning theological students. 


The author finds in the New Testament a the- 
ology which centers and unifies in the Person and 
Work of the historical Jesus. This “Fact of Christ’’ 
is found principally in the Synoptic Gospels, but 
is evidenced also in the writings of Luke, Paul, 
Peter, and John, as well as in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. For Dr. Hunter Jesus Christ is the center 
of the New Testament; from Him the New Testa- 
ment writers and their writings radiate as spokes 


from the hub of a wheel, each separate and dis- | 


tinct from the others, but all converging and 
unifying in the center. 


Dr. Hunter introduces in the course of his 


book not only the writers of the New Testament — 


themselves but also some of the more important 
contemporary New Testament Scholars. The names 
and views of such men as Rudolph Bultmann, C. H. 
Dodd, Edwyn Hoskyns, T. W. Manson, William 
Manson, and Vincent Taylor are brought up, some- 
times with the author’s concurrence, sometimes 
with his dissent, but always so that the reader’s 
interest is excited to further investigation. 


Introducing New Testament Theology admirably 
fulfills the author’s purpose. It will be of great 
benefit to busy pastors, beginning students, and 


also to interested laymen. : 
—Joe R. Cochran, Jr. 


EGYPT IN BIBLICAL PROPHECY. Robert M. 
Smith. W. A. Wilde Co. $3.50. 7 


When the crisis of 1956 occurred in Egypt, 
Dr. Smith began a study of Biblical prophecy, 
the whole subject of Egypt in Israel’s history and 
in the Old Testament predictions concerning other 
nations of that part of the earth. He writes, 
“When newspapers were recently filled with re- 
ports from Egypt day by day, I was unable to 
escape a desire to review the whole theme of 
Egypt in the Biblical writings, both historical and 
prophetical.”” In this study he found that there 
are approximately 250 verses in the Old Testa- 
ment which, at the time they were uttered, were 
prophecies of events yet to take place in Egypt. 
Many of these prophecies have been fulfilled since 
the time of their utterance. For example, the 
predictions of the wars of the Ptolemaic kings 
in Daniel 11. 


The primary purpose of this volume, says Dr. 
Smith, is “an endeavor to get into basic teachings 
of the major prophecies of the Old Testament 
that bear upon this once marvelous land of the 
Pharaohs, a land that is again agitating the thought 
of the whole world.” 


There are 14 chapters in this volume and each 
one is full of pertinent information on this ancient 
land with a modern significance. Of especial in- 
terest is chapter 18 on “The Strange Cult of the 
Pyramidists.’ | 
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OUR COMMENTARY ON EPHESIANS AND 
COLOSSIANS. E. K. Simpson and F. F. Bruce. 
Eerdman’s. $4.00. “i 


This is the seventh volume in the New Interna- 
tional Commentary on the New Testament edited 
by Dr. Ned Stonehouse. A unique feature of 
this work is that of dual eee og Professor 
Bruce wrote the commentary on the book of Acts 
in this series, and has now collaborated in this 
joint enterprise. E. K. Simpson is well-known as 
a scintillating writer on New Testament themes. 
He is an expert in the field of Hellenistic Greek 
literature. He was educated at Oxford University 
where he was graduated with Honors in the 
Classics and History. He has delved deeply into 
a wide range of literature. 


Both Mr. Simpson on Ephesians and Professor 
Bruce on Colossians have based their commentary 
on a careful reading of the Greek text and have 
taken into account the important studies others 
have made of these two epistles. 


Mr. Simpson defends the Pauline authorship of 
Ephesians. In this connection he states, “The 
authenticity of the epistle called in question by 
Tubingen school largely because it did not tally 
with their arbitrary hypotheses, now happily effete, 
is amply sustained by evidence both external and 
internal. The critic who carps at its contents be- 
trays his own incapacity to appreciate one of the 


loftiest products of inspiration. 


This volume will enrich the minister’s library. 
It serves the interest of both pastor and scholar. 
In a magnificent manner it fulfills the aim of the 
New International Commentary on the New Testa- 
ment “‘to lay bare the meaning of God’s word.”’ 


COMMUNISM AND CHRISTIANITY. Martin C. 
D’Arcy. Devin-Adair Company. $4.00. 


This book has been written with the intention 
of stating as fairly as possible the views which 
Marx first propagated and now held as sacrosanct 
by his followers, Lenin and Stalin and the rulers 
in Russia and China. The author shows the nature 
of the conflict between the two major spiritual 
forces in our world, Christianity and Communism. 
After quoting directly from Marx and Lenin, the 
author examines the ideas and contrasts them with 
the principal tenets of Christian philosophy. He © 
selects these tenets with an eye on the same prob- 
lems with which communism deals and discusses 
them on the same level. 


The author is one of today’s most distinguished 
writers, thinkers and teachers. He has written a 
number of books and this last one should be 
widely read by the citizens of the United States 
in order that they may become better informed 
concerning the insidious teachings of the philosophy 
of materialism that is challenging the Christian 
way of life in our midst today. Despite the fact 
that the author is a Jesuit priest, there are many 
insights here that should be read by American 


citizens. 
— RR. 


VISIBLE GLORY. F. C. Browne. Greenwich 
Book Publishers. $2.50. 


Dr. Browne describes in this volume some of the 
tragic results of man’s fall from the grace of 
God and concludes with a review of the temples 
of the Jews. He writes from the dispensational 
point of view. The appeal of this book will be 
limited very largely to those who hold to dispensa- 
tionalism. 
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WHAT ABOUT BAPTISM?. Robert G. Rayburn. 
Covenant College Press, St. Louis 5, Missouri. 


$1.50. 


This work is written for laymen. It is not 
intended to be a full academic treatment of the 


subject. Its purpose is to provide the men and 


women in the pews as well as the young people 
of the church a clear and understandable treat- 
ment of a vital Christian doctrine. 


The author who is president of Covenant Col- 
lege and Seminary challenges the Baptist claim 
that immersion was the prevailing mode of bap- 
tism in New Testament times. He shows that 
the mode of baptism in New Testament times was 
affusion, including both sprinkling and pouring 
rather than immersion. He holds that en 
with water is a sign of the —— of the Holy 
Spirit uniting the believer to Christ. 


The author defends infant baptism on _ the 
ground of the Covenant of Grace, showing that 
baptism replaces circumcision as the Lord’s Sup- 
per replaces the Passover. Furthermore he points 
out the continuity of the Old Testament Church 
and the New Testament Church. The continuity 
of the Covenant and the continuity of the Church 
would require that if infants were to be excluded 
from baptism, an express command would be neces- 
sary. 


_ Pastors desiring helpful material on this sub- 
ject would do well to purchase this volume and 
pass it around among both young people and 
adults. It is written in interesting style and free 
from technical language. | 
—J.R.R. 


THE INTELLIGENT WOMAN’S GUIDE TO 
CONSERVATISM. Russell Kirk. Devain-Adair 
Company. $2.75. 


Here is a primer of conservatism by one of 
today’s most brilliant writers—a man who has 
become spokesman for the new conservative move- 
ment in this country. He has written this volume 
“so that women may define with their minds what 
they already sensed with their hearts.” 


It should be noted that although this book was 
written primarily for women, it is of great value 
for men as well. It sets out to tell the average 
person, male or female, just what it means to 
be a Conservative in the most constructive sense 
of that word. 


A WITNESSING COMMUNITY. Suzanne de 
Dietrich. Westminster Press. $3.75. - 


The materials in this book were first delivered 
as a series of lectures to the students at Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, in 
the spring of 1955 while the author was serving 
as a visiting professor in that institution. The 
main thrust of the author is to lead the church 
to rediscover its corporate vocation as the wit- 
nessing community taken out of the world, set 
apart for God, but set apart in order to be again 
sent to the world. She points out that Christians 
misinterpret the Biblical message if they do not 


See the instrumental function of God’s People as 


separation and mission which are two aspects of 
the call to be a witnessing community. 


This. volume should prove useful to students, 
teachers and ministers interested in Bible study, 
but especially those who are seeking to know more 
perfectly the task of God’s people in this age. 
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EVANGELISM FOR TEEN-AGERS. Howard W. 
Ellis. Abingdon Press. $1.00. 


- This book has been written for Senior young 
eople and their adult workers in the local church. 
t is a do-it-yourself book about youth-to-youth 

evangelism. It is beamed for use with the high 
school teen-ager (ages 15-18). Many churches have 
lost their high school youth. The author believes 
that if adolescents are to make the transitions 
from children to youth and from youth to young 
adults, from local church to campers, one thing 
is needed: they must have an abiding Christian 
experience in the days of their youth. These are 
the critical years — 15-18 — the mid-teens. If 
a church wins and holds them through these years, 
they will have weathered some of the stormiest 
years of their lives. The 10 chapters in this vol- 
a will assist in reaching this age group for 
rist. 


WORSHIPPING WITH THE WOMEN OF THE 
BIBLE. Florence C. Brillhart. Fleming H. Revell 


Co. $2.00. 


To enrich the faith of the women of today, 
Florence Brillhart dramatizes the abundant faith 
of the women of the Bible and shows in these 
40 devotions how their experiences can be applied 
to life today. The material given for these wor- 
ship services — suggested interest centers, Scrip- 
ture texts and background Bible reading, special 
music and hymns, short inspirational messages and 
prayers — may be adapted to fit the particular 
group or occasion. Such a volume will strengthen 
Women’s Christian Worship and be a worthwhile 
addition to the Church library. 


NOTES ON THE EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL. 


I and II Thessalonians, I Corinthians, Romans 1-7 


and Ephesians 1:1-14. J. B. Lightfoot. Zondervan 
Publishing Co. $4.50. 


This volume consists entirely of heretofore un- 
published matter prior to the first edition. It aims 
at reproducing wherever possible the courses or 
lectures delivered at Cambridge by Dr. Lightfoot 
upon those Pauline epistles which he did not live 
to edit in the form of complete commentaries. 
The editor believes that the results of this research 
for this volume represents with fair accuracy the 
bishop’s actual words. This work represents the 
best in New Testament scholarship. Ministers will 
find this an invaluable source of homiletical ma- 


terial for expository sermons. 


THE COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM OF 
CHURCH MUSIC. Federal Lee Whittlesey. West- 
minster Press. $3.95. 


The author describes in this volume the qualifica- 
tions that the director of music should possess or 
strive to possess. Then two. major sections fol- 
low. The first has to do with the organizing and 
training of the choirs with a full chapter on each 
of 5 groups — from the youngest through the 
Junior and Junior High to the High School and 
the principal adult choir. The second part of the 
book discusses music and worship, the best use of — 
the organ in the worship service and the use of 
the choirs in regular and special musical services. 
Twenty such services are outlined in detail with 
themes and titles supplied. 


SERMON OUTLINES. C. Lamar McGinty. 


Fleming H. Revell. $1.25. 


There are 52 outlines in this book. Some deal 
with special occasions but all are Bible based. 
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